SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE NEWS FOR SUNDAY 10 APRIL 2022 


Good morning and welcome to the weekly news bulletin of the South African 
Radio League read by ..............5 [your name, call sign, and QTH] 


The South African Radio League broadcasts a news bulletin each Sunday in 
Afrikaans and English at 08:15 and 08:30 Central African Time respectively on 
HF and various VHF and UHF repeaters around the country. The bulletin is 
relayed on Echolink by Johan, ZS6JPL. The audio bulletins can be downloaded 
from the League website at http://www-sarl.org.za%C2%AOwhile the text bul- 
letin can be downloaded from https://sarlnewsbulletin.wordpress.com. To join 
the MailChimp bulletin mailing list, send an e-mail to the SARL Secretary. 


While the problems experienced by some members accessing the SARL web 
pages are being attended to, an additional channel is now available. To download 
the weekly SARL News audio recordings and to listen to, or download Amateur 
Radio Today, log on to www.amateurradio.org.za. 


In the news today: 

THE SARL AGM ON SATURDAY 23 APRIL 

GET ON THE AIR FOR WORLD AMATEUR RADIO DAY 

and 

THE AUTUMN ZS-SOTA DAY ON 2 MAY 

Stay tuned for more information on these and other interesting news items. 
THE SARL AGM ON SATURDAY 23 APRIL 


The 2022 SARL Annual General Meeting will start at 10:00 CAT on Saturday 
23 April 2022 on the Bluejeans platform - you can attend from your home. 
You need to register to get a link to join the AGM, visit the front page of the 
SARL website to register. Also download the AGM Booklet which contains the 
programme for the day, including the proposed budget and membership fees 
for 2022/2023, the two motions for discussion, and a proposal to host the 2023 
SARL National Convention. If you cannot attend, please complete a proxy form 
and submit it to the SARL Secretary. You can find the AGM Booklet and the 
proxy form on the front page of the website. 


Of the 1 648 SARL Members, only 47 have registered by Friday 8 April. The 
Secretary has received no proxy forms yet. For the AGM to be held, 165 regis- 
trations and proxies are required. Register today! 


CANADIAN SPECIAL CALL SIGNS IN HONOUR OF QUEEN ELIZABETH 
IV’S PLATINUM JUBILEE 


In honour of Queen Elizabeth II’s 70 years on the throne (her Platinum Jubilee), 
Innovation, Science and Economic Development Canada (ISED) has approved 
the use of special call signs for Canadian amateurs from 15 May to 14 July 2022. 
These dates correspond with the busy early summer operating season and will 


be available to all Canadian amateurs who wish to use the special call signs 
on all occasions, including the RAC Canada Day Contest and the IARU World 
Championship. 


GET ON THE AIR FOR WORLD AMATEUR RADIO DAY 


Monday 18 April is World Amateur Radio Day. It is also a public holiday ending 
the Easter Weekend. It was on 18 April 1925 that the International Amateur 
Radio Union (IARU) was founded during the International Radiotelegraph Con- 
ference in Paris. That is why radio amateurs worldwide celebrate this day with 
special activities every year. 


The SARL will issue a WARD Certificate to radio amateurs who make QSOs 
from 16:00 UTC on Thursday 14 April to 18:00 UTC on Monday 18 April - the 
whole Easter weekend, including the Z54 QSO Party on 17 April! Work as many 
radio amateurs as possible during the weekend, PLUS at least two (2) SARL 
Councilors (there are 10) and at least three (3) Radio Club stations, excluding 
your own Club station! Send your application for the 2022 WARD Certificate 
to secretary Qsarl.org.za by 21:59 UTC on Thursday 21 April 2022. Jan, ZT4T 
will be active on 18 April on 7,100 and 3,700 MHz. 


You are listening to a news bulletin of the South African Radio League. 
THE AUTUMN ZS-SOTA DAY ON 2 MAY 


Sid Tyler, ZS5AYC the ZS-SOTA Association Manager says the Autumn ZS 
SOTA Day will be held on Monday 2 May (a public holiday). For those plan- 
ning on activating a summit, it is time to look at which summit you are going 
to activate and your planned activation times. This is a fun day out in nature 
and not a competition, each participant will receive an Autumn Day certifi- 
cate whether you activated or chased those activating summits. For activators, 
it is fun to see if you can make summit-to-summit (S2S) contacts with other 
activators and how many chasers you can get in your log. 


Please consider posting your activation times, so that chasers and other activa- 
tors will know that you are activating a summit and at what time they must 
listen out for you. If you are not on the SOTA/POTA WhatsApp group and 
wish to be added please sent a WhatsApp message to Sid on mobile number 
082 461 3279. Please join the fun of activating a summit or chasing those who 
venture out. 


First-time activators, if you need assistance or advice, please don’t hesitate to 
ask for advice. We have two teams from the South Coast of KZN who will 
activate summits. Details will be posted closer to the time on the WhatsApp 
group. Here are a few stats for the 2021 Spring SOTA Day held on 24 September 
2021: nine activators activated five summits; the Activators were supported by 
one hundred and eight chasers and one hundred and eighty-eight QSOs were 
made. Six of the activators made summit to summit contacts. 


CLUB NEWS 


What is happening on Sunday 24 April? It is the day you should be putting 
in your diary to visit the Klipriviersberg Nature Reserve (ZSFF-019 for Fauna 
and Flora), where you can take part in hiking, bird watching, photography, a 
social with friends, family, and fellow amateurs, and most importantly, the next 
Sandton Fox hunt and some outdoor radio fun. 


We will meet at the main entrance complex opposite 129 Peggy Vera Road, 
Kibler Park, at 09:45 CAT for a Fox Hunt briefing, and will start the hunt 
together at 10:00 CAT. Entrance to the reserve is free. There is secure parking 
available, you can picnic in the reserve or at the entrance, where you will also 
find toilet facilities and picnic spots. Braaiing is permitted at the entrance 
complex. 


To find out more, please Google the Klipriviersberg Nature Reserve and visit 
the SARL upcoming events diary. Please join us on Sunday 24 April for some 
outdoor exercise and radio fun. 


At the Durban ARC AGM held on Saturday 2 April, the following members 
were elected to serve on the committee for the ensuing year. All expressed their 
appreciation for the outgoing Committee and wish the incoming one the best 
for the year. 


Chairman and Treasurer: Louis de Bruin, ZS5LP 
Vice Chairman: Sean Beukes, ZS5TI 
Secretary: Martin Botha, ZS5ADL 


Members: Graham Walker, ZS5GW; Aubrey Worthington, ZS5ACW and Den- 
ham Eva, ZS5DE 


PROPAGATION REPORT 


Hannes Coetzee, ZS6BZP, reports that the solar activity is expected to be at 
low levels. There are currently four sunspots with simple magnetic configura- 
tions visible. There is a good chance of C-class and a slight chance of M-class 
flaring. If you want to do your own frequency predictions, the expected effec- 
tive sunspot number for the week will be around 61. The 10 to 30 m bands 
will provide some good DX fun. For more information, please visit the website 
spaceweather.sansa.org.za. 


Finally, a diary of some upcoming events: 

12 April — The closing date for 80 m QSO Party logs 

14 April — The closing date for Autumn QRP and FT4 logs 
14 to 18 April - Get on the Air for World Amateur Radio Day 
15 April — Good Friday 

17 April — Easter Sunday and the ZS4 QSO Party 

18 April - Family Day and World Amateur Radio Day 


22 April — Registration for the May RAE closes and the closing date for ZS4 
logs 


22 and 23 April — The Lyrids Meteor Shower 

23 April — The SARL Annual General Meeting and the Magalies ARC Antenna 
Day 

24 April — The Sandton ARC Fox Hunt 

25 April - Marconi Day 

27 April — Freedom Day, Morse Day and the Sandton ARC Tech Talk 


30 April — The SARL 40 m Club Contest and the end of the SAMOC April 
Word Search 


1 May — Worker’s Day 
2 May — Public holiday and the Autumn ZS-SOTA Day 
To conclude our bulletin, a recap of our main news story: 


The 2022 SARL Annual General Meeting will start at 10:00 CAT on Saturday 
23 April 2022 on the Bluejeans platform, you can attend from your home. You 
need to register to get a link to join the AGM, visit the front page of the SARL 
website to register. You can find the AGM Booklet and the proxy form on the 
front page of the website. Register today! 


This concludes our bulletin for this morning. 


We invite clubs and individuals to submit news items of interest to radio am- 
ateurs and shortwave listeners, in both English and Afrikaans, if possible, by 
following the News Inbox link on the South African Radio League web page. 
News items to be included in the bulletin should reach the news team no later 
than the Friday preceding the bulletin date. 


You are welcome to join us every Sunday morning for the weekly radio pro- 
gramme, Amateur Radio Today at 10:00 CAT. The programme can be heard 
on VHF and UHF repeaters countrywide and on 7 082 kHz lower side-band by 
courtesy of Louis, ZS5LP. A rebroadcast by Andy, ZS6ADY, can be heard on 
Monday evenings at 19:30 CAT on 3 620 kHz. 


We welcome your signal reports, comments, and suggestions; please send these 
by e-mail to artoday@sarl.org.za. 


You have listened to a news bulletin compiled by Dennis Green, ZS4BS, proof 
read by Herman Erasmus, ZS6CTA and read by .............. 


From the News Team, best wishes for the week ahead. 


